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THE ARENA - Brussels

✓ 70% of all institutions around the world

are represented in Brussels

✓ 75% of all EU legislation is influenced by

Public Advocates (PAs)

✓ The Wider Circle – 37,000

Persons involved in lobbying- Brussels 

PAs and others coming on occasion 

✓ Brussels Insiders – 26,500

Lobbyists with regular presence in Brussels, working

for a PA organization 

✓ The Elite Group – 6,250

Full time PAs that interact with the institutions on a 
regular basis and have access to the European Parliament

37.000 Public Advocates
A Billion Euro Industry 

2nd after Washington DC



THE GAME – EU Legislation



Current Goals & Vision of Europe 2020 –
Anticipated Goals after 2020

In 2010, EU leaders agreed the overall strategy to 
overcome the economic crisis by means of:

✓ Smart growth

Better education, more research, greater use of communication
technologies

✓ Sustainable growth

A resource-efficient, greener and more competitive economy

✓ Inclusive growth

More and better jobs, investment in skills and training,
modernisation of the labour market and welfare systems and
spreading the benefits of growth to all parts of the EU

✓ Good economic governance

Better coordination of economic policy

Post-2020, EU likely to address the climate crisis, 
sustainable economic growth, the importance of 
SMEs, good governance by means of:

✓ Impetus to Sustainability

Climate action - move away from fossil fuels

Resource-efficiency, green economy, alternative energy sources

✓ Innovation Economy

Focus on innovation, especially entrepreneurship of micro and
small enterprises (MSMEs)

Continued focus on gender inclusiveness

Better training for entrepreneurship

✓ Good governance

Good social and economic governance

Citizen and Sustainability focused Economy



RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 2014-2020

The Union budget for 2014-20 increased the focus on R&I and other growth 
enhancing items: 
✓ 30%  increase in the budget for Horizon 2020

✓ € 83 billion invested in R&I as well as SMEs through the European Structural 
Funds.



Budgetary  Figures: EU Spending on Research & Development 

Spending on Research and Development in 2017(% of GDP)
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✓ Research and Technological Development (RTD) are essential elements in 
industrialized countries.

✓ Political and Legal obligation (Treaty of Amsterdam) to implement Research and 
Development policies because the individual and collective wellbeing of citizens depends 

on the quality and relevance of RTD.

European Research, and more specifically the creation of a European Research 
Area, are now high on the policy agenda in Europe. What are the roots of this 

debate?



Opportunities



ERASMUS+

EU’s programme to support education, training, youth & sports

Erasmus + aims;

• Reducing unemployment, especially among young people
• Promoting adult learning, especially for new skills and skills required by

the job market
• Encouraging young people to take part in European democracy
• Supporting innovation, cooperation and reform
• Reducing early school leaving
• Promoting cooperation and mobility with the EU’s partner countries



✓ The Biggest EU Research and Innovation Programme

✓ Nearly €75 Billion Of Public Funding

✓ Available Over 7 Years (2014 To 2020)



UPCOMING FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME

HORIZON EUROPE

Period of 2021-2027: Budget of 100 BILLION EUROS



HORIZON EUROPE



TIPS

Anticipation & Preparation 



Know the basis of the funding

• Make sure you know the policy developments and current affairs

• Do not forget that all EU funding stems from legal acts
• Try to understand the process, stakeholders, official perspective
• This too like all legal framework is open to public advocacy
• Try to be a part of the process if you can

• Today’s debate on policy will become tomorrow’s funding program



Do your homework

• What is at stake?

• What are the EU’s goals?

• What are the DGs’ positions? - talk to people

• Know the rules of the game before you start playing –do your 
research

• Know your audience



Build your network

• A competitive proposal is only as good as the consortium, and the consortium is only as 
good as your network

• Forge a network with EU Officials

• Forge a network with Stakeholders

• Forge a strong and diverse network – expand your reach

• This is also about branding

• Define your added value

• Know the agenda, what’s going on in the city?
• Info Days & Brokerage Events, Policy Meetings etc

• Play the long game, don’t be impatient



Is it a European priority? 

Is the knowledge/ solution 
already available? 

What problem are you trying to 
solve?

Why now?

Why you?

IS YOUR PROJECT INNOVATIVE ?

THE PATH TO EU FUNDING LIES IN THE FOLLOWING 5 QUESTIONS:





ALİ TÜRKELLİ

Ali Türkelli is the General Manager of EUROHUB Consultancy Group. His
expertise lies in institutional representation, presentation, business
development and innovation consultancy. He has eighteen years of
experience in various sectors. Combining his experience in sales and
marketing management with his academic background in European Affairs,
he has been working in the representation of numerous institutions and their
presentation to European Union institutions and EU-based stakeholders.

He has been a guest lecturer at Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KULeuven),
Université Catholique de Louvain (UCL) and Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) on
EU Lobbying and EU Funding.

Since 2012, he has widened his representation portfolio with consultancy on
funding, business development, innovation and investment. He led the team
that successfully incorporated Turkish stakeholder institutions in a 4 million
Euro smart cities project in the context of Horizon 2020. He currently works on
a 100 million Euro project that will undertake an important technological
transfer in the healthcare sector in Turkey.

A 2000 graduate of Robert College, Ali Türkelli studied International Relations
at Istanbul University and received two master’s degrees in European Affairs
from Bogazici University and KULeuven. He is currently concluding his
doctorate at Ghent University on regional lobbying in the European Union.
He speaks Turkish (native), English (native-competence) and French
(advanced level). He is married and has two children.



ABOUT US

Bringing together a dedicated international team committed to excellence, EUROHUB is an 
Innovation & Investment firm that specializes in Public Advocacy, EU Funding and Investments

With our headquarters located at the heart of Brussels, the European Union capital, we take pride in 
our holistic and proactive approach so you can get the most out of European opportunities through a 
single point of contact. 

EUROHUB offers a complete set of complementary services, giving you the ability to combine them 
with one another in order to provide you with multiple channels to operate within European 
networks. 



OUR APPROACH 
At EUROHUB, our aim is to become a part of your team in addition to our role as your advisors. 

STRATEGIC COUNSEL 
One of the greatest challenges that many institutions face is simply not knowing where to begin. This lack of direction 
prevents them from taking the necessary steps towards reaching their goals. At EUROHUB, we will help you determine 
your goals, set the best course of action and step in by complementing your efforts so that you can maximize your gain.

PROACTIVE STANCE 
At EUROHUB, when it comes to responding to the needs of our clients, we go the extra mile and constantly seek new 
opportunities for you to capitalize on, whether this is an investment, a project partnership or an upcoming new policy. 
Then we can swiftly act on these opportunities to let you reap their benefits. 

TAILORED SOLUTIONS 
At EUROHUB, all services are tailored to your needs. Following a thorough analysis of your needs and capacity, we will 
present you with the best-fit solutions to build on your vision. Furthermore, we can combine our services so you may 
benefit from tailored packages that can meet your multiple needs all at once. 


